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This month, AAUW State College is proud 
to sponsor Penn State Alumna Susan 
Robinson as the Penn State Forum 
speaker.  
 

It was during her time at Penn State that 
Ms. Robinson discovered she had a 
genetic visual impairment for which 
there was no correction or cure. It has 
left her legally blind (or partially sighted, 

as she prefers to be called).  
 

Today a business advisor, inspirational speaker, and 
entrepreneur, Susan partners with executive leaders and 

boards of directors on enterprise-wide issues. She also serves as Vice President of the Penn 
State Alumni Association’s Board of Directors.  
 

Tickets on Sale: The cost to attend is $25, which includes a buffet lunch that begins at 
11:30 am. Purchase your ticket today: Penn State Forum tickets  
 
 
 

 

If you applied for a mail-in ballot, it should be delivered to you by the 
end of this week. If you haven’t applied for one, it’s not too late. 
Over half of American voters use mail-in ballots these days. Both 
major political parties encourage mail-in voting, and despite the 

conspiracy theories, mail-in ballots are safe and secure. 
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Here’s a bonus for voting by mail: when your ballot is marked as received by our Elections 
Office, that information is available to political campaigns. The responsible campaigns keep 
track and take those voters off their lists, so you won’t get any more phone calls asking for 
your vote. You’ll also avoid any melodrama at your polling place in case someone there is 
acting out. 
 

What are the Deadlines and Other Requirements? 

After this article, you’ll find a graphic from the League of Women Voters laying out deadlines 
and processes. Please pay close attention to the rules for returning mail-in ballots. 
 

By law, you must use the yellow secrecy envelope; put your completed ballot in that, and 
don’t make any marks on it. Then put it in the return envelope and sign your name where 
indicated—that’s required—just as you would sign your name in the book when you go to 
your poll. The tricky part is that you must write in the date. People get confused about that. 
The date should be the date you signed it, not your birth date, and the date should be in 
American style [month/day/year], not European style [day/month/year]. To return it, you can 
mail it—IF you allow a week for it to be delivered, due to concerns that the Post Office will be 
backed up. Alternatively, take it to one of the secure drop boxes provided by the Elections 
Office; just be sure to deposit it yourself, as it’s illegal for someone to take it for you. 
 

What Offices are on the Ballot? 
President and Vice President, voted as a unit 
U.S. Senator 
Pa. Attorney General 
Pa. Auditor General 
Pa. Treasurer 
Representative in Congress 
Pa. State Senator [Centre County is split between 2 districts] 
Pa. State Representative [Centre is split between 3 districts] 
The League of Women Voters Guide will define each office and profile all the candidates in 
more detail than we can offer here. Publication date in the Centre Daily Times is 10/13, a 
Sunday. The Guide will also appear in the Centre County Gazette, but that date is not yet 
certain at this writing. C-NET candidate interviews will be posted online 10/14. Cindy Hahn will 
provide that schedule to us when available. 
 

Satellite Offices 
Centre County will make voting registration forms and mail-in ballot application forms 
available at all six Senior Centers around the county. Additionally, Penn State has offered 
space in Hammond Building [the ugly one across from the Corner Room], convenient to the 
bus stop at the Main Gates. That temporary office will serve students, staff, and any voter who 
cares to stop in, and may have a few more services available, but that will not be determined 
until the Elections Board meeting on October 10. [Editor’s Note: Applications for Part-time 
Temporary Election Workers are now available.] 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzwohKwxu5jVpaSaaaYgI-MUmf_lkjBG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzwohKwxu5jVpaSaaaYgI-MUmf_lkjBG/view?usp=sharing
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The Penn State office has been a contentious issue at Election Board meetings with supporters 
being largely Democrats arguing for convenience for State College residents to increase 
participation and opponents being mainly Republicans arguing that, if State College gets an 
office, pretty much every township should also get one. Opponents argue also that Penn State 
students already have everything they need. If this is a decision point for you, you should know 
that Republican candidates for the Pennsylvania Senate and both for Pennsylvania House 
districts spoke in opposition to this office on the Penn State campus without identifying 
themselves as candidates.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Advice for Voting this Year 
Please bear in mind AAUW’s public policy as you cast your vote. Please remember that we do 
not have a Parliamentary system. If we did, it would make sense to vote for a minor party, to 
advocate for a particular set of issues, as representation would be allocated on a proportional 
basis. Our system is winner-take-all. The clearest example of the problem resulting from voting 
for minor parties is the Green Party. Given our dire situation with climate change, you might 
be tempted to vote for them to send a message that attention is needed urgently. As true as 
that is, the message sent by that particular vote is not what you think. In 2016, Hillary Clinton 
lost PA because of votes received by Jill Stein, running on the Green Party ticket. Those votes 
tipped the election to Donald Trump, who is not an environmentalist. The same logic applies 
to the election of 2000—Ralph Nader got enough votes to defeat Al Gore and elect George W. 
Bush, whose agenda was not compatible with Nader’s. 
 

Likewise, some people say they don’t like either major candidate, so they write in somebody. 
All that accomplishes is to make more work for the Elections Office staff who must record and 
count those votes as though they were serious. 
 

The stakes this year are too high to be indecisive or to avoid making serious choices. Please 
explain this to people you know who either don’t plan to vote or who plan to waste their vote. 
Every vote matters! 

--Dianne Gregg and Mary Dupuis, AAUW State College Public Policy Co-Chairs 
 

Thank you to the League of Women Voters Centre County, who has assembled 
some important information regarding voter deadlines and voter registration 
for this fall’s election. Voter Deadlines Fall 2024 – The last day to register to 
vote is Monday, October 21. Voter Registration Fall 2024 - The deadline to 
request a mail-in or absentee ballot is Tuesday, October 29. The League has 

 

We don't know which of our acts in the present will shape the future.  

But we must behave as if everything we do matters.  

Because it might. —Gloria Steinem 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty82r6_oW5Gp7s2x1_ytl6Gk5h2Mrf9r/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty82r6_oW5Gp7s2x1_ytl6Gk5h2Mrf9r/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TyuBPb5vmaptqefbTJVuMkDlR3yXMZh0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty82r6_oW5Gp7s2x1_ytl6Gk5h2Mrf9r/view?usp=drive_link
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completed the Candidate Guide, which is scheduled to run in the Centre Daily Times on the 
weekend of October 12-13.  Check for it in the Centre County Gazette around the middle of this 
month. 
 
 

 

Our new membership event—Puzzle Palooza—is around the 
corner, with room for a few more puzzlers. 
 

At this mixer people will rotate through 3-4 tables of jigsaw 
puzzles, changing groups and puzzles over a few rounds.  
 

Come at 5:30 pm for some homemade chili made by host Connie 
Schroeder. Small plates of something sweet, salty, or healthy are 
welcome. Nonalcoholic drinks will be provided or bring your own 

favorite. Last, if you have a puzzle you would like to trade out, bring it along for a White 
Elephant exchange. To join in on the fun, RSVP to Connie Schroeder today! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Nearly thirty members and guests attended our first potluck at Orchard Park. It was a 
delightful evening, and the setting was perfect. The diversity of dishes brought matched the 

 

SEPTEMBER LOOK-BACK 

Left to right: Members Leslie Laing, Naana Nti, 
Carline Crevecoeur, and Shannon Holliday 

 had a lot of catching up to do. 

Program VPs Betsy Manlove and 
Renee Cloutier did a great job 

leading the event. 

mailto:connieschroeder@gmail.com
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group, including a plethora of salads, three kinds of plantains (two from Haiti, one from 
Ghana), and a curry from India. Branch program VPs Betsy Manlove and Renee Cloutier led 
the event beautifully. A raffle featured some wonderful, handcrafted items, such as Betsy’s 
homemade jams. We welcomed two new members, Gail Agans and Rachel Hartman, to the 
branch. The potluck was a memorable evening and the best way to open the program year.  
 
 

 

Way to go, AAUW State College Book-Bees and 
Foxdale Fanatix, finalists in the 2024 Mid-State 
Literacy Council Spelling Bee, and all the other 
22 teams and group sponsors raising funds for 
literacy!    
 

The spelling bee event went seven rounds, and 
at the end of the day the Book-Bees met B-U-C-C-A-L (pertaining to the cavity of a cheek), 
except they didn’t spell it that way.  Spellers Martha Hummel, Morgen Hummel, and 
Vasundara Varadan (pictured) showed plenty of cheek and worked hard to get that far. The 
Foxdale Fanatix prevailed and properly spelled A-M-Y-G-D-A-L-A  (an almond-shaped structure 
in the brain that regulates fear and stress) for the win. Their amygdalas were working well. 

 

 

The September 26 program on 
school vouchers was well-
received. Thank you to 
Education Voters PA Executive 
Director Susan Spicka, who 
provided a very thorough and 
compelling explanation of the 
consequential and negative 
impacts associated with school 
vouchers on public schools. 
 

For those who missed the 
program, here is the Slide Show: 
bit.ly/SchoolVouchersSlideShow, 
which provides an excellent 
summary of the issues at hand. 
 

A recorded version of the program is available from education@aauwstatecollege.org.  Keep 
abreast of current news in this area and provide input by signing up today for the Education 
Voters PA Action Network. 

Pictured above, left to right: Sue Johnston, AAUW State 
College Education Committee Chair; Susan Spicka, Education 
Voters PA Executive Director; Carline Crevecoeur, AAUWSC 

Education Committee and Membership Co-VP, 
 Susan Chyczewski, AAUWSC Membership Co-VP. 

https://bit.ly/SchoolVouchersSlideShow
mailto:education@aauwstatecollege.org
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/stand-up-for-pas-public-school-students
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/stand-up-for-pas-public-school-students
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The September 27-29 AAUW 
Atlantic Regional Conference 
represented a unique 
opportunity for AAUW 
members from 13 states in the 
eastern U.S. to meet. It was held 
in Glen Allen, Virginia.  
 

AAUW State College member 
and current AAUW Pennsylvania 
president Cindy Hall was an 
active member of the 
conference steering committee.  
 

We look forward to learning 
about conference highlights and 
outcomes. The coming AAUW 
Pennsylvania spring conference 

will take place in State College next April, and we hope many branch members will plan to 
participate. There is much to learn from members of other AAUW branches. 
 

 

                      

The Community Diversity Group and AAUW State College will host a 
lunch and discussion titled Make a Difference Through Community 
Engagement at the next Cultural Empowerment for Women luncheon. It 
will be held October 10, 11:30 am-2:00 pm, at The Penn Stater Hotel & 
Conference Center. 
 

We will learn how community leaders, public officials, leaders of 
nonprofits, volunteers, and others are engaged in the community, what 

motivates them, and how volunteering can provide both professional and personal benefits. 
The cost for lunch is $20 by mail, and reservations are due October 3. You can pay $22 
online or at the door but must RSVP by October 3.  
 

Register today: Community Diversity Group  

 DIVERSITY CORNER 

Left to right: Gloria Blackwell, AAUW National CEO;  
 Lane Stone, AAUW Virginia President; 

 Sandra Miller, AAUW Pennsylvania Public Policy Chair;  
Cindy Hall, AAUW Pennsylvania President. 

https://communitydiversitygroup.squarespace.com/
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Our book club is modeled after the AAUW Diversity Outreach for Impact 
Program, featuring diverse cultures in both fiction and nonfiction offerings.  
 

The next meeting will be on Thursday, November 14, 2:30 pm. We will discuss 
How to Say Babylon: A Memoir by Safiya Sinclair. Learn about the book from 
this NPR book review: How to Say Babylon 
 

To participate with the group, please contact info@aauwstatecollege.org. We 
warmly welcome new members. Join Zoom: November 14 meeting link 

Meeting ID: 841 7831 7587; Passcode: 442630 

 

Schlow Centre Region Library will present Thriving, Not Surviving: Emotional 
Health & Authenticity for Women of Color on Wednesday, November 6, at 
7:00 pm. This program is one of the activities funded by the 2024 AAUW State 
College Community Action Grant. Contact Maria Burchill for details. 
 

October is Global Diversity Awareness Month - What does diversity mean to you? We bring 
different things to the table. How do the terms diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging build 
upon one another? How do you want to become more inclusive and encourage a community 
of belonging? Please email Naana Nti with ideas and questions that our committee can address 
in upcoming articles, discussions, or events. —Denise Rupert  

 

Diversity Committee: Naana Nti (Chair), Carline Crevecoeur, Denise Rupert, Malu Tejada, 
Sophie Penney Leach, Maria Schmidt, and Carmen Vanderhoof 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Best of luck to branch member Leslie Laing as she 
participates in the Over the Edge rappelling event 
at Beaver Stadium on October 8, a fundraiser 
benefiting Centre County United Way agencies.  
 

Learn more about the event at Over the Edge. To 
date, Leslie is a top fundraiser for the event. “Like” her on Facebook— 
bit.ly/4dJT3Nl—and make a gift today. 

OUT & ABOUT 

https://www.npr.org/2023/10/11/1203070539/book-review-safiya-sinclair-how-to-say-babylon
https://www.npr.org/2023/10/11/1203070539/book-review-safiya-sinclair-how-to-say-babylon
mailto:info@aauwstatecollege.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84178317587?pwd=2wX6JCHuW7kXgpzVYwRZZZbIDwFUIt.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84178317587?pwd=2wX6JCHuW7kXgpzVYwRZZZbIDwFUIt.1
mailto:mburchill@schlowlibrary.org
file:///C:/Users/cjs/Documents/AAUW/BRANCH%20BULLETINS/2024/Naana%20Nti
https://www.ccunitedway.org/OverTheEdge
https://bit.ly/4dJT3Nl
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The local UN chapter, UNA of Central Pennsylvania, is holding its annual 
celebration dinner on Sunday, October 27, 5:00-8:30 pm, at the Ramada 
State College Hotel. The event includes a reception (5:00 pm), a welcome 
to international guests, dinner, entertainment, and speaker.  

 

The speaker is Dr. Aydin Alptekinoglu, Professor of Operations & Supply 
Chain Management, Penn State Smeal College of Business. He will discuss 
Choking the Planet: The Dangers of the Global Fashion Supply Chain. The 
focus is on how clothing and fashion employers pay substandard wages and 
flout human rights regulations.  
 

Tickets for the dinner and program are $40. To attend, mail a check made 
out to “UNA of Central Pennsylvania” to AAUW State College UNA 
representative Jackie Esposito, 1659 Circleville Road, State College, PA 

16803, no later than Monday, October 7.  
 

Discovery Space is gearing up for a busy year of STEM programs 
with thousands of children and in need of program supplies to 
use during educational experiences in our science center and 
out at local elementary and middle schools. Donations of the 

following items help the Discovery Space team do more for the children in our community: 

• Paper towel and wrapping paper tubes (no toilet paper tubes, please) 

• Cereal boxes  
Items can be dropped off at Discovery Space, on Wednesdays-Sundays between 10 am-5 pm, 
or at The Rivet, Thursdays-Sundays from 5-8 pm, 1224 N. Atherton, SC. Please include your 
name and contact info with your donation. Questions? Contact Michele Crowl. 
 

 

The Administration of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) runs an Interpreter 

Certification program to provide trained, qualified and certified 

spoken language and sign language interpreters to help judicial 

districts implement effective interpreter services. AOPC is offering a 

free informational webinar on October 22, at noon for Penn State 

students, faculty, staff, and community members, who are interested 

in pursuing this opportunity.  Details: bit.ly/3zr79Ew  Register: bit.ly/3ZP4BuF.  

mailto:Michele@DiscoverySpace.org
https://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/court-programs/interpreter-program
https://bit.ly/3zr79Ew
https://bit.ly/3ZP4BuF
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Time to renew your AAUW membership? Members receive an 
email renewal notification from AAUW the month prior to the 
renewal date.  
 

RENEW ONLINE through AAUW National – respond to the 
email reminder from National or go to AAUW Membership on 

National’s webpage where you will be asked to reset your password. 
 

RENEW BY MAIL – go to https://aauwstatecollege.org/join_aauw_membership/ and click on 
“Join by Mail” at the page bottom. Print the form and send with a check to address listed. 
 

QUESTIONS? Contact Membership VPs Susan Chyczewski and Carline Crevecoeur

 

Whether you are a longtime member or have joined the 
branch recently, if you are not currently “engaged” with the 
branch, we need you! 
 

There are several committees behind the scenes, planning branch programs, membership 
events, the Used Book Sale, and much more. Check out the list of engagement opportunities 
today: ENGAGEMENT 
 

 - kerryvsmith530@gmail.com 

Hello, everyone! I am a transfer from the Harrisburg branch of 
AAUW. I moved to State College in August to be closer to my 

daughter, son-in-law, and new granddaughter.  
 

I administer the special education dispute resolution system for public 
schools in the Commonwealth. I am on the board of Keystone Human 
Services, which provides services internationally to adults with 
disabilities. 
 

I have a B.S. from Penn State, an M.A. from Antioch University, and a 
law degree from Dickinson School of Law.  
 

In my free time, I love being a first-time grandmother. I like to read, 
cook, walk my two rescued dogs, listen to music, study art, listen to podcasts, and I dabble in 
writing and pottery.  

 MEMBERSHIP FOCUS 

https://www.aauw.org/membership/
https://aauwstatecollege.org/join_aauw_membership/
mailto:chyczewski@yahoo.com
mailto:crevey@msn.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n3F0zLlyM-kfkYPmoI4gcdRBUokbnYSu/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:kerryvsmith530@gmail.com
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Best wishes to the following members who have relocated or in the process of 
relocating to other communities: 
 

Erin Hall has moved to Berwyn, Pa., with her family, and is looking forward to 
everything the Philadelphia area has to offer. 
 

Rachael Hartman is moving shortly to Lancaster, Pa., after accepting a new position at a 
community foundation there. 
 
 
 

Do you love our annual book sale, and have some time to help with the 
promotion? We are in search a few members to help January-May with 
preparing media releases, seeking out creative ways to market the sale, 
designing materials, and photography. We‘d love to tap in to some of the 
talent in our membership. If you’d like to join our team, contact Marketing 
and Communications VP Connie Schroeder today. 

 

Used Book Workshop volunteers are keeping busy 
these days, as donations continue to roll in. Branch 
members who would like to volunteer are welcome 
to do so.  
 

To date, over 1,200 boxes of books have been culled, 
priced, and packed for the May 17-20, 2025, sale.  
 

If you have books to donate or need directions to the 
workshop, check out Book Donations first. Workshop 
hours are: 
 

Mondays, 6-8 pm 
Tuesdays/Wednesdays, 9:00 am-2:30 pm  
 
 

 BOOK BEAT 

mailto:connieschroeder@gmail.com
https://aauwstatecollege.org/used_book_sale_donations/
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The Strategic Planning Implementation Task Force, an ad hoc 
committee of the branch board, is planning a leadership retreat on 
Saturday, October 19, for the full AAUW State College board. It will 
include the executive committee, appointed members, and 
committee chairs.  
 

The group will address the key components of the branch’s strategic 
plan: 2023-2026 AAUW State College Strategic Plan. 

 

Hats off to the task force for organizing this important session. The group, led by Grace 
Hampton, includes Lee Carpenter, Ann Echols, Jackie Esposito, and Linda Higginson. 
Recommendations will be shared post-retreat. 

Branch board meetings are open to all members and are a great way to 
learn about what is going on and to offer your input. To catch up on 
branch business, review the minutes from the last board meeting:  
September 9, 2024, minutes. 
 

The next AAUW State College board meeting will take place Monday, 
October 14, 11:30 am–1:00 pm. It will be held both in-person and via 
Zoom. The in-person meeting is at the College Twp. Building (1481 E. 

College Avenue, Council Room). If you are not a board member, but would like to join the 
meeting via Zoom, please contact Sally Kalin to receive the agenda and the Zoom link. 

 

The next Branch Bulletin will be issued November 4. The submission deadline 
is Monday, October 28. Please send items to editor Connie Schroeder.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 BEHIND THE SCENES 

                  AAUW State College Facebook    AAUW State College Instagram    AAUW State College LinkedIn 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FCf9klC-SOZifiULceLX9owgczwxFFIp/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=105732644621836235296&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EqExhjO50eF8_2rGd2yXhVJsGVyRIZUb/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EqExhjO50eF8_2rGd2yXhVJsGVyRIZUb/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:sallywkalin@gmail.com
mailto:connieschroeder@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWStateCollege/
https://www.instagram.com/aauw_statecollege/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aauw-statecollege/

